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exception I shall venture to bring before the reader
some experiences of the Parents' Umon School as being
ground with which I am familiar Examination papers
repiesentmg tens of thousands of children working in
Elementary Schools, Secondary Schools and home
schoolrooms have just passed under my eye How the
children have revelled in knowledge' and how good
and interesting all their answers are' How well they
spell on the whole and how well they write 1 We do not
need the testimony of their teachers that the work of the
term has been joyous , the verve with which the children
tell what they know proves the fact Every one of these
children knows that theie are hundreds of pleasant places
for the mind to roam in They are good and happy
because some little care has been taken to know what
they are and what they require, a care very amply re-
warded by results which alter the whole outlook on
education In our Training College, the students are
not taught how to stimulate attention, how to keep order,
how to give maiks, how to punish or even how to reward,
how to manage a large class or a smalt school with
childien in different classes. All these things come by
nature in a school where the teachers know something
of the capacities and requirements of children. To hear
children of the slums ' telling' King Lear or Woodstock,
by the hour if you will let them, or describing with
minutest details Van Eyck's Adoration of the Lamb or
Botticelli's Spnng, is a surprise, a revelation We take
off our shoes from off our feet, we * did not know it
was in them/ whether we be therr parents, their teachers
or mere lookers-on And with some feeling of awe upon
us we shall be the better prepared to consider how and
upon what children should be educated. I will only
add that I make no claims for them which cannot be
justified by hundreds, thousands, of instances within
our experience."